
Seminar Series – Week Commencing 18 February 2019 

Name of Presenter Title of Presentation Date Time Venue 
Further 

Information 
Seminar Series 

Jessica Buck Imaging angiogenesis in brain 
metastasis 

20 February 2019 12pm - 1pm Telethon Kids Institute, 
Seminar Room, Level 5, 
Perth Children’s 
Hospital 

CLICK 
 HERE 

Telethon Kids Research Seminars 

Dr Nicola Waddell Genomic research – potential 
clinical utility and community 
engagement 

20 February 2019 12pm – 1pm Seminar Room G24, 
Harry Perkins Institute 
of Medical Research, 
Nedlands Campus 

CLICK 
 HERE 

Perkins Seminar Series 

Prof Mark Nicol The impact of the microbiota on the 
health of African infants 

22 February 2019 3pm – 4pm McCusker Auditorium, 
Harry Perkins Institute 
of Medical Research, 
Nedlands Campus 

CLICK 
 HERE 

School of Biomedical Sciences 
Seminar Series 2019 

UPCOMING SEMINARS 

Dr David Burgner Communicable disease meets non-
communicable diseases: 
inflammatory & infectious 
determinants of early cardiovascular 
risk 

27 February 2019 12:00pm - 1:00pm Telethon Kids Institute 
Seminar Room Level 5, 
Perth Children’s 
Hospital 

CLICK 
 HERE 

Telethon Kids Research 
Seminars 

John Lunn 
Max Planck Institute of 
Plant Molecular 
Physiology 

Sucrose signaling and regulation of 
sucrose metabolism by trehalose 6-
phosphate 

27 February 2019 12pm Bayliss Lecture Theatre 
G33, UWA CLICK 

 HERE 

School of Molecular Sciences 



A/Prof Danny Leung From embryonic development to 
Alzheimer’s Disease: Epigenetic 
regulation of non-coding DNA 

28 February 2019 3pm - 4pm Ground Floor Seminar 
Rm, Sarich 
Neuroscience Research 
Institute Building, QEII 
Medical Centre 

 

 Bryant Stokes Neuroscience 
Seminar Series 

Prof Michel Boivin 
Laval University, 
Quebec 
 

A fresh look at the importance of 
early childhood in development: 
recent findings from two Quebec 
cohorts 

8 March 2019 10am – 11.15am Telethon Kids Institute 
Seminar Room, Level 5, 
Perth Children’s 
Hospital 

 
CLICK 
 HERE 

 

Telethon Kids Seminars 

Prof Thomas Lunner Cognitive hearing aids; 
neurofeedback control, listening 
effort reduction and memory 
improvement 

19 March 2019 3pm Ground Floor Seminar 
Room, Ralph & Patricia 
Sarich Neuroscience 
Research Institute, 8 
Verdun St, Nedlands 

 
CLICK 
 HERE 

 

Bryant Stokes Neuroscience 
Seminar Series 

Dr Michael Mosely  
(Keynote Speaker)  -
Various other speakers 

Science on the Swan 2019 – 
Neuroscience & the Senses – 
Healthy Ageing across the Life 
Course 

5 - 7 June 2019 See program at: 
 

www.scienceontheswan.
com.au 

The Westin Perth   

CLICK 
 HERE 

 

WAHTN 
 
 

2019 PCH Foundation 
Research Grants 

Applications may relate to any aspect of clinical research in newborns, children and adolescents.   
For application forms and information regarding funding criteria, how applications are scored for review 
and eligibility see link below (n.b. closing date for grant applications is 11 March 2019 at 5pm): 
 
https://pch.health.wa.gov.au/Research/For-researchers/Funding-opportunities 

 

 
CLICK 
 HERE 

 

Perth Children’s Hospital 
Foundation 

RETP Online Courses 
2019 

“Good Clinical Practice (GCP) V.3; A Practical Guide to Critical Appraisal; An Introduction to Health 
Research; The Essential of Writing a Research Protocol; Identifying Grant Opportunities; Literature 
Searching and Management; Health Economics: Application to Research; An Introduction to Immersive 
Technologies in Healthcare.” 

 

CLICK 
HERE 

 

WAHTN 
To enroll go to:  
www.retp.org 

 
 

http://www.scienceontheswan.com.au/
http://www.scienceontheswan.com.au/
https://pch.health.wa.gov.au/Research/For-researchers/Funding-opportunities
http://www.retp.org/


Telethon Kids

Research Seminars

Wednesday 20 February 2019

12pm – 1pm

Telethon Kids Institute Seminar Room

Level 5, Perth Children’s Hospital

A light lunch will be provided at 

11.45am for those attending the 

seminar

Jessica Buck
Gray Institute for Radiation Biology

& Oncology 

University of Oxford
United Kingdom

"Imaging angiogenesis in brain metastasis“

Jessica completed a Bachelor of Biomedical Science at the University of
Newcastle (Australia). While in Newcastle, she worked on MRI and MR
spectroscopy of breast cancer, before heading overseas to the University of
Oxford in the UK. There, she completed an MSc in Neuroscience, and is
now in the final stages of a PhD in Oncology, also at Oxford. Her PhD
research looks at using MRI to image angiogenesis in brain metastasis.



  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Nicola Waddell is head of the Medical Genomics Group at 
QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute. She is an 
NHMRC Senior Research Fellow and genomics researcher 
who is an expert in the analysis of genomic data. Her 

research focuses on using genomics to understand disease, diagnose patients and 
identify new therapeutic opportunity. She is also co-lead of the Ethics, Legal and Social 
implications project within the Queensland Genomics Health Alliance (QGHA) and 
involved in a QGHA-QIMR Berghofer co-funded initiative to develop guidelines for 
researchers who wish to undertake genomic research in partnership with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. She a member of Australian Genomics and also leads the 
genomic analysis of several cancer genome projects. She is keen to see genomics 
implemented into the clinic to improve patient outcomes and is a co-founder of 
genomiQa. In this talk Nic will talk about some of her recent research findings. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

12:00noon till 1:00pm 
For more information, please contact Michael Winlo on mwinlo@linear.org.au 

Followed by a light lunch 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SEMINAR ROOM G24, HARRY PERKINS INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH, 
NORTH CAMPUS  

Dr Nicola Waddell 
Head, Medical Genomics Group 
QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute  
 
 

"Genomic research – potential clinical utility and 
community engagement" 

WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2019 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

School of Biomedical Sciences 

Seminar Series 2019 
Friday, 22nd February @ 3-4pm, with drinks reception to follow 

 

 
Professor Mark Nicol MBBCh, MMed(Wits), DTM&H, 
FCPath(Microbiol) SA, PhD(Cape Town) is a clinical 
microbiologist whose research interests include respiratory 
infections in childhood, tuberculosis and novel diagnostics for 
infectious diseases.  
 
He joined UWA at the end of 2018 as Professor of Microbiology 
within the School of Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Health and 
Medical Sciences. Prior to this, he held a joint appointment 
with the University of Cape Town and the National Health 
Laboratory Service of South Africa. In this position, he 
coordinated the activities of a research group and a clinical and 
laboratory team, providing an excellent platform for clinical 
laboratory research relevant to the developing world.  
 
Prof Nicol has authored over 100 articles, with 9989 citations. His recent work has involved 
evaluating the accuracy of novel molecular tests for tuberculosis and studying the 
pathogenesis of respiratory tract infections.  
 
 
 

VENUE: McCusker Auditorium, Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research, North Campus 

For more information, contact Nina McCarthy, nina.mccarthy@uwa.edu.au 

Professor Mark Nicol 

“The impact of the microbiota on the health of African infants” 

 



Telethon Kids

Research Seminars

Wednesday 27 February 2019

12pm – 1pm

Telethon Kids Institute Seminar Room

Level 5, Perth Children’s Hospital

A light lunch will be provided at 

11.45am for those attending the 

seminar

INVITED GUEST SPEAKER

Dr David Burgner
NHMRC Senior Research Fellow 

Group Leader

Infection and Immunity

Murdoch Children’s Research Institute

“Communicable disease meets non-communicable diseases: inflammatory & 
infectious determinants of early cardiovascular risk”

Professor David Burgner is a paediatric infectious diseases clinician scientist. He completed his PhD on
susceptibility to severe malaria at Oxford University in the UK and subsequently trained at Great Ormond
Street Hospital and St Mary's Hospital/Imperial College, London. He was the first and only infectious
diseases paediatrician in Western Australia from 2002 until 2010, when he relocated to Melbourne to
join the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute. He is currently a National Health and Medical Research
Council (NHMRC) Senior Research Fellow, an honorary (NHFA) Future Leader Fellow, a Professorial Fellow
at Melbourne University, and a paediatric infectious diseases consultant at the Royal Children’s Hospital.

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of morbidity and mortality in Australia and worldwide.
Approximately three quarters of the global disease burden occurs in low and middle income countries,
where traditional risk factors appear to be less important. As with other NCDs, cardiovascular disease is
an inflammatory condition with origins in early life, but childhood is a largely over-looked period for
prevention. In this presentation, I will outline how early life infection and inflammation contributes to
cardiovascular and metabolic risk and how these factors offer an opportunity for risk stratification and
targeted prevention.



THE SCHOOL OF MOLECULAR SCIENCES 
 
 

Presenter: John Lunn - Max Planck Institute of Plant Molecular 
 Physiology 
 
Title: Sucrose signalling and regulation of sucrose 
 metabolism by trehalose 6-phosphate  
 
Date: Wednesday 27th February at 12pm 
 
Venue: Bayliss Lecture Theatre G33 

 
 

John will be on the UWA campus on 27 and 28 February, so if you would like to speak with 

him, please add your name to the Google sheet 

at: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1obNJZBCrmZiI0OaifOqMXIlXMKvILrkdkfm04

jK6l7M/edit#gid=0 

 

We will go to lunch at The Bayside Kitchen; feel free to join us (add your name to the 

Google sheet, please). If you have any questions, just send me an email. 

 

 

Sucrose signalling and regulation of sucrose metabolism by trehalose 6-phosphate 
John Lunn 

Max Planck Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology, Am Mühlenberg 1, 14476 Potsdam-

Golm, Germany 

  

Trehalose 6-phosphate (Tre6P), the intermediate of trehalose biosynthesis, is an essential signal 

metabolite in plants that links developmental processes, such as flowering, shoot branching 

and embryogenesis, to the metabolic status of the plant. The sucrose-Tre6P nexus model 

postulates that Tre6P is both a signal and negative feedback regulator of sucrose levels in plant 

cells. The model envisages a role for Tre6P in sucrose homeostasis in plants that is analogous 

to the regulation of blood glucose levels by insulin in animals. In source leaves, Tre6P controls 

sucrose levels by regulating the partitioning of photoassimilates during the day and the turnover 

of transitory starch reserves at night. It also has a particularly important function in guard cells, 

affecting the sensitivity of stomata to abscisic acid. In sink organs, Tre6P regulates the import 

and utilization of sucrose for growth and the accumulation of storage reserves. We are using 

forward and reverse genetics approaches to dissect the functions of Tre6P in specific source 

and sink tissues, to understand the molecular mechanisms that underlie the sucrose-Tre6P 

nexus and how Tre6P links plant growth and development to the availability of sucrose. 

 
 
 
School of Molecular Sciences  •  M310, Perth WA 6009 Australia 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1obNJZBCrmZiI0OaifOqMXIlXMKvILrkdkfm04jK6l7M/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1obNJZBCrmZiI0OaifOqMXIlXMKvILrkdkfm04jK6l7M/edit#gid=0


Telethon Kids

Seminars

Friday 8 March 2019

10.00-11.15am

Telethon Kids Institute Seminar Room 
Level 5, Perth Children’s Hospital

* Take the Yellow Lifts to Level 5,
turn left at the windows and left
again. Look for the Telethon Kids
banner.  You can ask directions at
the Telethon Kids Concierge near the
Yellow Lifts on Ground Level.

GUEST SPEAKER

Michel Boivin, Ph.D., MSRC/FSRC 

Canada Research Chair in Child 
Development, School of Psychology, 
Laval University Quebec, Canada

“A fresh look at the importance of early childhood in development: 
recent findings from two Quebec cohorts”
The presentation will focus on findings from two population-based birth cohorts, including 
the Quebec Newborn Twin Study, to illustrate the early establishment of social-emotional 
and learning difficulties, their association with a variety of child and family risk factors 
reflecting adversity, as well as their complex, and thought-provoking, gene-environment etiology.

Michel Boivin is Canada Research Chair in Child Development, Professor of Psychology, 
Director of the Research Unit on Children’s Psychosocial Maladjustment (GRIP) at 
the School of Psychology of Université Laval, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. 

He leads a program of research on the bio-psycho-social determinants of child 
development, with a special emphasis on early childhood. This research is anchored to large 
population-based longitudinal studies, including the Quebec Newborn Twin Study and the 
Quebec Longitudinal Study of Child Development. He has extensively published in leading 
international journals in psychology, psychiatry and paediatrics. He co-leads the Center 
of Excellence in Early Childhood Development, and the web-based and multilingual 
(French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian) Encyclopaedia on Early Childhood 
Development, two international initiatives aimed at knowledge dissemination. He has 
trained more than 50 PhD students and postdoctoral fellows.

RSVP essential as places are limited. Click here to register.

https://afreshlookattheimportanceofear.splashthat.com/


Professor Thomas Lunner is a senior 
scientist and research area manager of 
Eriksholm Research Centre in Denmark’s 
Cognitive Hearing Science research team. 
Additionally, he works as a professor  at 
Linköping University. 

Prof Lunner’s work in the 90s, led almost 
directly to the invention and launch of 
the “DigiFocus”, the world’s first mass-
produced digital hearing aid. 

Recently Prof Lunner developed cognitive 
methods for assessment of hearing aid 
signal processing where conventional 
speech in noise tests are insensitive, that 
is at high signal to noise ratios and high 
performance levels. He has, in collaboration 
with Linköping University, shown that 
aggressive noise reduction can improve 
memory for the hearing impaired.* 
Most recently he has also worked with 
pupillometry in collaboration with VUMC 
Amsterdam to verify pupillometry as an 
objective means of documenting listening 
effort. 

PRESENTER:

DATE:

VENUE:

 
 
 
 

TITLE:

Professor Thomas Lunner

3pm, Tuesday 19th March 2019

Ground Floor Seminar Room, 
Ralph & Patricia Sarich 
Neuroscience Research 
Institute, 8 Verdun Street, 
Nedlands

Cognitive hearing aids: 
neurofeedback control, 
listening effort reduction  
and memory improvement

BIO

BRYANT STOKES 
NEUROSCIENCE 
SEMINAR SERIES

In 2017, Prof Lunner has been awarded 
a William Demant Fellowship for his 
contributions to cognitive hearing science 
as his latest major achievement in a long 
career with many great achievements. Prof 
Lunner has published three book chapters 
and 101 papers in peer-reviewed journals 
since 1991. He has had 15 patents granted 
and 15 published patent applications in 
various areas (digital signal processing, 
hearing aid technology, methods for 
hearing and hearing aid assessment, 
cognitive technology and assessment, 
interceptive sports).

PROFESSOR THOMAS LUNNER

*Reference: Mary Rudner, Thomas Lunner, Thomas Behrens, Jerker Ronnberg (2012). Working Memory Capacity May Influence Perceived 
Effort during Aided Speech Recognition in Noise. Journal of the American Academy of Audiology 23(8):577-89 DOI: 10.3766/jaaa.23.7.7



SCIENCE ON THE SWAN 2019 
Neuroscience & The Senses – Healthy Ageing across the Life Course

• 5 – 7 June 2019 

• The Westin Perth 

Established as part of the Western Australian Health Translation Network, 
Science on the Swan is an annual health and medical science conference that 
gives you a unique opportunity to hear from local and international Health 
Science Specialists at the forefront of their fields.

Early and mid-career researchers will have the opportunity to showcase their 
research, whilst networking with local and international clinicians, researchers, 
healthcare professionals, universities, hospitals and research institutes. 

Featuring a keynote address from science journalist, producer and presenter  
Dr. Michael Mosley, Science on the Swan 2019 is your chance to hear from the 
very best medical professionals about the future of neuroscience and the senses.

www.scienceontheswan.com.au

SAVE THE DATE  •  5 – 7 JUNE 2019

C O N F E R E N C E

http://www.scienceontheswan.com.au


Grant categories:
Seeding grants $20 000
Project grants $80 000

Research implementation grants $145 000
PhD Scholarships $8000

Applications Open: Friday 30 November, 2018
Applications Close: Monday 11 March, 2019

2019 PCH Foundation Research Grants

Applications may relate to any aspect of clinical research in 
newborns, children and adolescents.

For application forms and information regarding funding criteria, 
how the applications are scored for review and eligibility please 
see the link: 

https://cahs-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/research/researchers/Pages/Funding-
Opportunities.aspx

Support services to prepare your application can be found using the Telethon 
Clinical Research Centre. Please see the link to access support for:
• Consumer advocacy
• Biostatistics
• Budgets and finance
(https://pch.health.wa.gov.au/Research/Telethon-Clinical-Research-Centre)

https://cahs-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/research/researchers/Pages/Funding-Opportunities.aspx


PCHF Grant preparation information 
sessions

Monday 17 December 2018, 2 – 3pm, PCH Auditorium
Thursday 17 January 11am – 12noon, PCH Auditorium

Presented by Dr. Angela Fonceca
CAHS Coordinator of Research

2019 PCH Foundation Research Grants

This seminar will provide 
an overview of the PCH 
Foundation Research 

Grant structure, in 
addition to:

• Do’s and don’ts
• What the reviewers are 

looking for
• Advice for success



2 hours per module                     

x 5 modules
These training modules cover key components of GCP

including responsibilities, approvals, informed consent,

documents, data management, safety and adverse

events. This training meets the Minimum Criteria for

ICH GCP Investigator Site Personnel Training identified

by TransCelerate BioPharma as necessary to enable

mutual recognition of GCP training among trial

sponsors. 

By the end of the module participants will be able

to: (1) Understand what is meant by critical

appraisal of a scientific publication; (2) Understand

why it is necessary to critically appraise published

literature; (3) Become familiar with the key steps in

the critical appraisal process; (4) Independently

conduct critical appraisal of research articles.

This course is for anyone involved in health related

research. By the end of the module participants will

be able to: (1) Understand the purpose of the

research protocol; (2)Identify the structure and

contents of a research protocol; & (3) Recognise the

key requirements of a research protocol.

By the end of the module participants will be able

to: (1) Demonstrate an understanding of the basis of

evidence-based medicine (EBM) in health research;

(2) Understand the stages of planning and

executing research; (3) Understand the principles of

writing health research reports.

2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

GOOD CLINICAL PRACTICE 

(GCP) V. 3

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 

CRITICAL APPRAISAL

AN INTRODUCTION TO 

HEALTH RESEARCH

THE ESSENTIALS OF 

WRITING A RESEARCH PROTOCOL 

RETP, WAHTN 
ONLINE COURSES

2 hours
This module is intended to provide

participants with an overview of three main

areas: (1) Identify funding opportunities; (2)

Identify the right funding opportunities for a

research project; & (3) Understand eligibility for

competitive grants.

In this module, participants will learn: (1) How

to optimize the literature searching skills, and

adds value to the quality of the research

output ; (2) Gain an efficient strategies in

literature ; (3) manage the personal literature

database.

In this course we introduce different

immersive technologies including virtual and

augmented realities. Participants will learn

about different applications of immersive

technologies in health research and

education. Furthermore, current best practices

will be demonstrated.

1 hour

1.5 hours

COURSE  L IST

IDENTIFYING GRANT 

OPPORTUNITIES

LITERATURE SEARCHING 

AND MANAGEMENT

HEALTH ECONOMICS: 

APPLICATION TO RESEARCH

AN INTRODUCTION TO IMMERSIVE 

TECHNOLOGIES IN HEALTHCARE

Office: 
We are located at the Harry Perkins Institute of Medical

Research (north building), Level 6, QEII Medical Centre, 6
Verdun St, Nedlands, WA 6009. 

 
Email Contact: researcheducation@retp.org  

IT Related Enquiries: 08 6151 0878 
General Enquiries: 08 6151 0839 

 
Live chat available on the RETP website

The Western Australian Health Translation Network (WAHTN) provides
FREE online research education for staff and students in partner
organisations of the WAHTN. The topics and content are developed by the
RETP team in collaboration with a range of content experts to ensure that the
training provided is practical, concise and suitable for all researchers from any
background and level of experience. All module completion contributes
towards continuing professional development hours (CPD). 

To self-enrol in a course and receive a certificate of completion go to the RETP website:  

https://www.retp.org 

Email contact: researcheducation@retp.org

3 hours
Economic evaluation is a necessary inclusion

in translation of health research to policy. An

understanding of the resource implications

enables budget allocation in a climate of

constrained resources. This module is targeted

to researchers, but the implications of resource

use have relevance for everyone working in

health care.

https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://www.retp.org/contact/
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://twitter.com/RETP_WAHTN
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://au.linkedin.com/company/retp
https://www.retp.org/training/
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224
https://plus.google.com/100027051597317472224


T H E  R E T P ,  W A H T N  P R E S E N T S  
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  W O R K S H O P  

O P P O R T U N I T I E S :

 

 

 

REGISTER your interest here:
https://www.retp.org/workshops/
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